
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Akwak fraternity are deeply 

committed to assisting children 

affected by war and conflict.  We 

knit, crochet, sew, craft and 

make warm clothing, blankets, 

toys and other items for kids 

who are living in orphanages, 

refugee camps and internally 

displaced persons (IDP) camps.  

We are currently assisting Syrian 

kids in IDP camps in northern 

Syria.  The children often have 

limited access to shelter, heating 

and indeed adequate clothing, 

so providing warm clothing has a 

significant positive impact. We 

also believe it is important to 

show these traumatised kids 

that people care about them, 

their well-being and their future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We strive to look after truly the 

most disadvantaged children in 

the world.  The children we craft 

for have lost homes and families 

and loved ones in the most 

violent of circumstances.  They 

wind up in orphanages and IDP 

camps with barely the clothes 

on their backs, taking with them 

deep emotional trauma and 

loss, to find themselves in bleak 

camps with virtually nothing.  

At its most basic, this includes 

adequate clothing to shield 

them from seriously bitter 

winters.  If they flee in summer, 

ill-fitting sandals and 

lightweight clothes are usually 

all they have to carry them into 

winter.  This is life for these 

children.  It is precarious and 

can mean the difference 

between life and death. 

 

Akwak was started just over 5 

years ago when one of our 

founding members was 

working in Kurdistan and had 

some spare room in her 

suitcase to take knits with her. 

She put out a call for donations 

in an online yarn community 

and was immediately 

connected with generous and 

enthusiastic people who were 

thrilled to craft for the kids. 

Akwak has grown steadily 

since this start, we are a small 

group but we are growing and 

hope that more people will 

join us.  We call ourselves a 

humanitarian group as we are 

not a charity and do not 

fundraise.   

 

Introduction to Akwak  

(Aussies Knitting for War Affected Kids) 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we assist? 

We aim to provide a complete 

winter woollies pack to as 

many of these children as 

possible.  We target newborn 

through to mid teen ages.  Our 

packs at minimum contain a 

warm woollen garment, hat, 

mittens and knitted socks.  We 

also add a comfort toy, undies, 

extra bought socks if we can, a 

cotton carry bag and a bouncy 

ball.  And as many blankets as 

we can send.  So, we address 

their core need for warmth but 

increasingly try to cater for 

their emotional needs with 

comfort toys, and simple play 

and stimulation with other 

enrichment items. 

 

Children face shocking fire risks 

because heat sources are open 

flames and kerosene heaters.  

For this reason, we maintain 

yarn standards (worn items 

need to be about 75/80%+ 

animal fibre yarn, wool, alpaca 

etc).  Acrylics for clothing items 

are completely unsuitable for 

the conditions, which we 

explain elsewhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know this adds an extra 

dimension to the charity knitting 

endeavour, but we will not be the 

cause of further hazards for these 

children who have suffered so 

much and we will only send aid 

which is fit for purpose. 

 

 

 

Akwak in action 

From the beginning, Akwak 

has been adamant about 

giving knitters and crafters 

confidence about their 

donation.  We work hard to 

show our community that 

their handmade items reach 

the kids in need and have 

documented every 

distribution that has been 

made so we can assure our 

crafters about the integrity of 

their contribution.   

 

Facebook is where we are 
most active right now.  
We are a happy, active 
motivated and deeply 
caring group and we 

would welcome you on 
board!   

Simply search Facebook 
for Aussies Knitting for 

War Affected Kids 
We can also be found on 
our Ravelry group at The 

Blanket Fort. 
Wanting further 

information? Contact 
jennifer.loupis@gmail.com 
 

 


